
Community Meeting
Route 16 Green Line Station

Nov. 24, 2008
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• The Medford Green Line Neighborhood Alliance (MGNA) is a group 
of citizens who support the Green Line extension being planned to 
Medford, and who advocate for proactive involvement from the city, 
its residents and all stakeholders to ensure that the extension is 
completed in a manner that is most beneficial to our community.

• Objectives: Provide maximum benefit yet do no harm

• Efforts: More than 50 meetings including workshops specific to Ball 
Square, College Avenue, Winthrop Street and Route 16.

• Produced Station Study Analysis and Demographics Analysis 
(available at www.medfordgreenline.org)



Community Corridor Planning
A Collaborative Community

Smart Growth Planning Initiative 

Groundwork Somerville
www.GroundworkSomerville.org

Somerville Transportation
Equity Partnership
www.SomervilleStep.org 

Somerville Community
Corporation
www.SomervilleCDC.org 

Somerville Community 
Health Agenda
www.challiance.org/comm_affairs/som_health_agenda.s html



Project Background/Status

• Big Dig legal commitment to improve public transit

• Purpose: Bring commonwealth into compliance with Clean Air Act 
(ozone) by reducing auto emissions

• Project: Extend Green Line to Medford Hillside and Union Square

• Required completion date: Dec. 31, 2014

• Current phase: Draft Environmental Impact Report
– Produces conceptual plan, cost estimates and environmental 

impact assessment
– Began in September 2007; should conclude in January 2008
– Most station location recommendations have been made
– Key unresolved issues: Support facility location, Union Square 

alignment and terminus station location







Route 16 aerial view



EOT Station Concept Drawing - June



Route 16 
Advantages:

Fully serve 
Medford 
Hillside



More riders: 9,116 
people living within a 
half-mile (10-minute 

walk)

2,400 daily boardings 
projected by EOT

More cars taken off 
roads, better air 

quality

Significant destination 
for ridership (offices, 

Whole Foods, 
recreation



• Less impact on residential abutters being a 
mostly commercial node

• Direct link to the Mystic Greenway, two multi-
use paths from Alewife and Wellington 

• Better drive access and pickup-dropoff 
accommodations

• Serves Environmental Justice neighborhoods of 
Medford and Somerville (a project requirement)





How to do it right
• Design to minimize land acquisitions/costs

• Minimize impact on abutters; require sound 
barriers and other mitigation that will improve 
existing conditions

• Do not attract cars – no large parking garage; 
maximize walk, bike, bus access

• Institute parking management and enforcement 
program (in the works)

• Make traffic infrastructure improvements





Next steps

• Mon., Dec. 1 – Project Advisory Group Meeting
– Traffic, Noise & Vibration, Mitigation, Construction Staging

• January – Project Advisory Group Meeting
– Terminus location analysis and recommendation

• January – Community meetings
– Feedback on recommendations



What you can do

• Attend upcoming meetings or send in comments 
on project website, www.greenlineextension.org

• Write/call your elected officials and 
representatives

• Sign Route 16 petition on table or online

Learn more at the project website or at:

www.somervillestep.org
www.medfordgreenline.org



Thank you - 2,300 petition signers


